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Preface
The inspiration for this book came from a graduate seminar on comparative eugenics movements in the early 1970s at the University of Pennsylvania. I was working on a dissertation about French views of Africans during the period of colonial expansion, and I decided to study whether eugenics in France was connected to racist attitudes at the end of the nineteenth century. This was not to be the case, alas, and I returned to complete the dissertation, publish it as a book, and take up my first teaching assignment. When I returned to my investigation of eugenics, I uncovered a vast interconnection of movements that quickly took me in several new directions. Although race was not at the root of these movements -demography and health were -it was always present, and later became an important component. Of greater overall significance was the fact that the various movements for the biological regeneration of France in the twentieth century typified society's relation to science in the modern world that crossed national boundaries and continues to the present day. Because of the interest in eugenics and the social relations of science, and the importance of the comparative perspective, I have written this book to set forth the French experience in its broadest context. Rather than its being the last word on the subject, it will I hope prompt others to add, correct, and above all complete the study of the topic.
Work on this project has lasted for so long that it would be impossible to thank all of those who have helped. I would be remiss, however, if I were not to acknowledge the generous support over the years of grants from the American Philosophical Society, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the National Science Foundation, the Rockefeller Archives Center, the University of North Carolina at Wilmington, and the School of Liberal Arts of Indiana University at Indianapolis. I would also like to thank Robert Nye and Mark Adams, who were present at the creation, as well as Gar Allen, Toby Gelfand, Everett Mendelson, and Paul Weindling, who have read the work and offered helpful comments. I am grateful for Ronald Cohen's especially conscientious editing work, and for the assistance of Barbara Christmas, Cathy Johnson, Mary Gelzleichter, and Mary Frisby in preparing the manuscript and index. In France, I owe special thanks to JeanFrangois Picard, who has helped make numerous research trips very productive. I am also deeply grateful to Denis Richet, Gabriel Richet, and Roger Couvelaire -descendants of some of the principals in the story, who were kind enough to allow me access to unpublished materials in family records.
Finally, I wish to thank my wife and children for "supporting" me (in the French and English senses of the word) during the research and writing of this book. Because the work coincided with the founding of a family, I was provided with many personal examples of the broader themes I uncovered. For my family's unwitting service as case studies, I am both grateful and apologetic. 
